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1 Health Care Ex-
ecutives Meet!

1  Victory House
was discussed at
our last meeting!
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POINTS OF | Th Lehigh Vall
INTEREST: n € enitig a ey

The Morning Call labeled it

tals gathered in an attempt to
improve health care for veter-
ans in the Lehigh Valley. Or-
ganized by LVMAC, the effort

fits and care that often eludes
the average veteran.

The Military Affairs Council

coordination of care since
2003. President Gerald Still
said that owe
veterans, active duty person-
nel and their families the
benefits that they deserve,
particularly
In many cases those who
serve in the armed forces cut
off their association with vet-
erans programs once they

0A Call To Act
19th the CEOD
of the Lehigh

was designed to provide bene

has been looking at improving

return home and that leaves
them susceptible to missing
b | out on assistance. Also at the
meeting were representatives
from the VA Medical Center ir]
Wilkesbarre, TRICARE, the

Themorningcall.com
(Access their Website)

health care program for mili-
tary members and their fami-
lies, Victory House, Treatmen
Trends in Allentown Heartland
Home Health Care, the Office
of the Command Surgeon for
the Air Force Reserve and

m

At

others.

The meeting was the very
oundation needed to create g
wonderful health care envi-
ronment in the Valley. There
was definitely a call to action
and the general feeling was
that all of the executives ac-
cepted the challenge.

There is a video of Gerald
Still on the following website:
themorningcall.com.

Chapter 4150s
dent Rich Hudzinski was in-
gtrumental in coordinating the
effort .

Of Lehigh Valley

Victory House was estab-
lished over 20 years ago on the
foundation that faith can make
all things new. Today, it still has
the same premise begun in
1985 which continues to be
community -based, community
oriented, committed to address-
ing the problems of

homeless men suffering from
addictions abuse. Victory
House is committed to building
confidence, skills and good
habits enabling the men to
achieve successful independent
living. Itis dedicated to helping
the men accomplish physical
and mental stability in their
lives. A concerted effort is
made to reconnect the men

with their family and reestab-
lishing a sense of family unity.
The Victory House does not
discriminate on the basis of
race, color, religion, age or
disability. Victory House is
located in Bethlehem and part-
ners with other agencies
within the community to help-
ing veterans.
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Early this week, the Housq
passed H.R. 1627,the Hon-
oring Ameri ca
and Caring for Camp Lejeun
Families Act of 201Zia com-
prehensive benefits packagg
containing several VFW sup
ported bills. The bill, cleared
by the Senate last week, will
provide VA healthcare to
Camp Lejeune vets and thei
families who have been diag
nosed with a disease related
to the water contamination

4%

that occurred at the base
between 1957 and 1987. It

d also streamlines the disabil-

ity claims process, ensures
transparency in VA funding,
protects veterans from sex-
ual assault, and transforms
how VA does business in thd
21st century. VFW worked
with members and staff to
ensure that the legislation
agreed upon and passed wil
have immediate impact in
the lives of veterans, their

Vietnam Veterans of America

families and survivors. The
President is expected to sigr]
the bill during the August
recess. For complete cover
age and more about the bill,
please visit the VFW blog
site.

Chapter 41560
have been reporting on this
issue since the story broke.
If you served in the Marines
during this time period,
please GET ON THE REGIS
TRY!

The issue has been a priority
Richard Burr, a senator from t
state and ranking Republican of

Senate Veterans Affairs Commifteq.

Status of Afghanistan
POW
1% C AT AT
Exploiting the Sergeant Bowe Robert| |him in captivity. The Tali- the rank of Sergeant. In
. Bergdahl is a POW! ban have demanded $1 the video he appears down-
Soldier In Million and the release of cast and frightened.
Violation of During his u|n?ltAlgRan prigopersand Sergeant Bergdahh
deployment rotation to Aafia Siddiqui in exchange status was discussed at the
International Afghanistan, he went miss- for his release. They have General Membership meet-
7 A1 ing on June 30, 2009 in threatened to execute ing in August.
SO Afghanistan. He is believed | | Bergdahl if Siddiqui is not
to be held by the Haggani releaseq. Most of the'af-
network which is associated | | ghan prisoners are being
DoD with the Taliban some- held in Guantanamo Bay.
where in Pakistan. Since Since his capture he was
then the Taliban has re- promoted to Specialist
leased five videos showing Fourth class and in June,
2011 he was promoted to

Northeast

Veteran

Vietnam
s Reunion

This is the 13th Annual Reunion and Chap
415 is invited to attend next year!

ter

The event occurred in a tiny

campground in Freehold, New York
this past July 26th through July
29th. Although it rained for four
days, veterans came from several

surrounding states to share in

brotherhood that bring us together
Camping is free and everyone is
treated to a Saturday dinner after
the ceremonies. As always, all vets|

are invited to attend.
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North. He dedicated $2.3
million in state money to use
100 of Hagedo
for the program, but provided
few other details. A spokes-
man for Christie said the gov-

He said the state aims to start
the program at Hagedorn on
nJilsl. 288 beds

State Assemblyman Erik
Peterson, said in an interview

community and reported on this development at the
August Meeting. More chapter information will be re-
leased shortly on how Chapter 415 can help homeless
veterans and volunteering your time and effort into helf
ing the homeless back into productive lives.

SEQUESTRATION
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i What Is [|t?

If Congress cannot reach a
deal to reduce the deficit by

the end of the year, a SEQUEB-

TER will trigger $1.2 trillion in
automatic spending cuts
evenly split between defense
and nondefense spending.
Democrats and Republicans i
Congress created this mecha-
nism in order to pressure its
members to reach a compro-

mise on deficit reduction.
The potential defense cuts
will go into effect only if Con-
gress cannot agree on a defi
cit deal!

Deputy Secretary Carter
said oMilitar
retirees would be adversely
affected by sequestration.
We could be forced to cut
back on base support ser-

Y

vices, facility maintenance, and maintenance of govern
ment owned family housing. Commissary hours might
have to be reduced. Funds for the Defense Health Pro
gram, which provides health care for retirees and milita
dependents could all be a fact of life if this process is
all owed to occur. o

NAUS has urged Congress and the Administration to
come together and find a workable solution to avoid Se
questration. Nearly all members of Congress agree it
would be a disaster if sequestration happens. But, How
to find an agreement is the question of the day!
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TREA The Enlisted Association
www.trea.org
safe bet to say that most of your politi- | ing said; go to a rally of your choice and
cians will not be relaxing! It is 3 months || voice your opinion; do communicate
before the federal election. This is the [ your thoughts to them. And, of course,
time to talk to your House Representa- || please remember that there is a federal
tives (all 435 districts are going to have || election this November! Regardless of
elections) and your Senators. (1/3 of thg] your political affiliation, please get in-
TREA: The Enlisted Association. | senate is up for grabs). If there are any [ volved and weigHn on the important
New\f/:;m:\]gtfr?,"gf:q from issues that concern you as a military re- | issues facing this great nation of ours.
tiree, and/or a veteran THIS IS THE BES Information from TREA is sent to
This week is the beginning of UILAE DTSRRI IO THOIR [HEIERAL Chapter 415 on a monthly basis by Lariy
the Congressional August recess Eii‘ii\lg;:;/eisfoAr’:S ;)pli)':o:EtEmReit goal::ot Holman, Government Affairs Committeg
(This is referred to by Congress as ) ) ’ Chair at Pennsylvania State Council.
. ) . a town meeting and listen to what is be-
The District Work Period.) And it is g
NJ Governor Chris Christie
Dedicates 2.3 Million to Helping Vets!

Gov. Chris Christie announced | ernor would release more he hoped Hagedorn employees will be retained. The

plans last week to convert the| |information later. Shaun move drew strong support from Camden County leadels

Sen. Garrett W. Hagedorn VanLew, acting superinten- and veterans in general. It was stated that three

Psychiatric Hospital in Leba- dent of Veterans Haven, has guarters of the veterans treated there find homes and

non Township into a second already been chosen to jobs within the two year theyor e

such facility: Veterans Haven| |launch Veterans Haven North Bi . . . .

i1l Nixon is involved iln the Wa



VIETNAM

VETERANS

George Puzio, Newsletter

VVA Lehigh Valley Chapter 415
Contact: georgepuzio@verizon.net or
(610) 759 9161

All submissions are considered!
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Meetings: First Thursday of each month

at the Banko Building, Muhlenberg

Hospital off Schoenersville Road. Turn
onto Westgate Drive until you can make &

right; then enter the hospital and bear

left]

to the Banko Building. The meeting is

open for everyone to attend.

The Final Sweep.
0So much to do a nbkilsdedichtionl andiselfless setvicem ba_knu met, Barry has spent countless hours
Anon | S€€n in those two hours has inspired my || of his precious day doing, attending,

It is, perhaps, the most appropriate way

of describing the August General Membef-

ship meeting. If you are so inclined to
dedicating your individual energy and effo
to helping the homeless, reviewing the
Bylaws, organizing a chapter picnic, help-
ing with a December fellowship social,
researching PTSD issues or a dozen othe
issues, then Chapter 415 direly needs yol
assistance.

We are not much different than other
servicebased organizations. At meetings
we define and redefine problems and is-
sues we deem worthy of our time. Yet,
our collective inertia in finding pragmatic
solutions is limited to two hours a month.
Personally, | must admit that the aggregat

admiration and loyalty!

Additionally, in the past year | have
witnessed a spectacular, unseen driving
tforce within Chapter 415 members help-
ing veterans without ever getting recog-
nized for their wonderful service. Many
Chapter 415 members dedicate their time
and energy in areas too numerous to mery
rtion. We help build memorials; improve
health care for veterans; educate elemen-
tary through highschool students; spend
time at fund-raisers; spend hours tele-
phoning other members between meet-
ings; the list of items could go on and on!

representing and, simply put, being
there for veterans. Rich Hudzinski is
another example of a member who
works tirelessly behind the scenes
guiding LVMAC into unchartered wa-
ters. Bill Nixon, John Bowen, Pat Ro
berry, Bill Merryman, Ken Howard,
Sam Borso, Jo Roseberry, Duane
Cerino are all examples of members
who give of themselves and ask noth
ing in return.

VVA Chapter 415, our chapter,
should stand prou
organization and the colors each

il

Our President, Barry Willever, has don
a commendable job in keeping the chap-
| ter fresh and energized with a new struc-

ture. More than any veteran | have ever

member wears. Collectively, we have
taken very little time and have accom
plished much!




